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THE CALL OE THE CONVENTION. 



The undersigned, ministers and church-members in Massachu- 
setts, deeply impressed with the belief that the Gospel properly ad- 
ministered is the great ciiarter of human freedom and equal rights, 
and deeply gric-vod with the fact that slavery has increased and 
greatly strengthened itself for seventy years under the actual min- 
istration of the Gospel in this land, cannot but regard it as a solemn 
Christian duty to seek out the cause of this discrepancy, and to do 
what we can for its removal. We do therefore respectfully in- 
vite such members, of all denominations in this Commonwealth, as 
take an interest in this subject, to meet in Convention, for united 
j)rayer and fraternal consultation concerning our duty in this mat- 
ter. The Convention will be held at the Marlboro' Cliapel, in the 
city of I^oston, on Thursday, February 26. 



OFFICERS OF THE CONVENTION. 



Rev. JACOB IDE, LI L). of Med way, PrmVZe/i^ 
Rev. NATHANIEL COLVER of Boston, 



Mr. GILBERT HAVEN of Maiden, 
Mr. ASAPH RICE of Northboro' 
Mr. LEE CLAFLIN of Hopkinton, 
Mr. M. S. SCUDDER of Boston, 
Rev. L. BOYDEN of Holliston, 
Rev. L. C. MATLACK of Duxbury, 



Vice Presidents. 



J 



Secretaries. 



DECLARATION AND PLEDGE. 



To ALL THE Ministers and Church-Members, 

BELIEVERS IN ChRIST, THROUGHOUT 

THE United States : 

The Ariti-Slaverv Coaveiitioii of Ministers and 
Church-members in Massachusetts, held at the Marl- 
boro' Chapel, Boston, on the 26tli of February, 1816, 
present the following Di^claration of some of their 
views, and Pledge of their intentions for (lie future, in 
regard to the great subject of American Slavery. 

The subject has been before us in the light of these 
interrogatories, viz : — 

1. Why the Gospel has not long since abolished 
American Slaverv ? 

2. Where lies the blame that it has not? 

3. Are we authorised to expect that the gospel will 
yet abolish it ? 

4. If so, when? How? By what agejicy? 

5. What ought we to do for this end ? 

6. How shall the Gospel be so administered, as to 
secure the abolition of slavery on Christian principles 
and by Christian influences ? 
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DECLARATION. 

By hunibic iiKjuirv and ]>ray(3rrul consultation, our 
iniiids arc led to the following conclusions, on several 
points connected with this subject, viz: — 

I. Tfuit ^ve have been a nation about seventy years, 
and in that time, the number of slaves has risen ftorn 
seven hundred thousand to three millions, and the 
shive States from seven to fifteen ; and the slave in- 
t(^rest has f>ro\vn so arrogant and ])owcrfu!, as openly 
to control the gov(-'rnment, and the great religious 
organizations of the country. 

II. That the Gospel is the chief remedy for the 
moral evils which exist among mankind, such as in- 
tern! perance, im|)urity, covetousness, injustice, fraud, 
oppression, cruelty, war, shuery, &:c.; and that when 
it is FRKi:, and j)roperly administered, it will surely 
remove thi^m all, Just in proportion as its influence is 
lelt among men. 

III. That it does not appear from exj)erience, that the 
Gospel removes these (jvils, except as it is applied to 
them, by the direct eflbrts of ministers and other 
Christians, by discountenancing them, and totally ab- 
staining from all partici])ation in them, and faithfully 
inculcating the opposite virtues. 

IV. That in cases, (such, for instance, as wxs the 
common use and sale of intoxicating liquors,) where 
the ministers and churclu^s have largely participated in 
the guilt of prevailing evils, it becomes their duty not 
only to w ithdraw^ from such participancy, but to bear 
an open and a clear testimony against such evil ; and 



DECLARATION 



thence arises a stronger reason why they sliouki use all 
possible efforts, and even make greater sacrilices to 
banish such evils from the community, because their 
own past connivance has been one ol* the causcji of its 
continuance and growth, 

V. That duriui^^ the seventv years \vc hiiyp been a 
nation, the Gosj)el has been nominally free, and the 
m(?ans of its application have been abundant, iii 
number of ministers and churc!H.*s, the faciliiies of 
intercourse, the use of the ])ress, kc, ; and \ et th;ii{lie 
evil of slavery has increased more than iVxufold : and 

ft/ / 

its power of mischief and the diflicuhies of its removal 
in a nuich greater ratio ; and large imml)ers of min- 
isters and churcln.^s m this republic, hiiw freeU |):ijti-' 
cipated in it; and that the binme and reprocieh oi all 
this is shared by every one who has not luirne a laith- 
ful testimony against it, or who iias omitted inn thing 
in his power to prev^ail on his brethrc^n to do their dm v. 

VI. That the greatiu^.ss of tln^ (nil is learliilh airura- 
vated by thc^ re])roach that has fallen upon (he ^ospid 
itself- — first, that with all its advantages in this eoutitrv, 
it has not abolished slavery — and seeondU, it is 
openly claimed that the Gospel is iavoral)ie to th(] s\s- 
tem itself. 

V'll. That the cruel sufferings of three millions of 
our fellow-countrymeji, very many of them our fellow- 
ministers and church-members, dej)rived of ev(»rv one 
of their rights, forbidden to read the Bible and to keeji 
the commandments of God, and sul)iect to c^verv ])os- 
sible outraire on their consciences and feelings, ou^dit 
to arouse ewrv i\m(?rican Christian to a sense.* of ids 
responsibility for the continuance of shnery, and 
awaken an unalterable determination now to do all 
that is lawfully in our power to j)ut an end to the 
whole system, without further allowance or compromise. 



6 DECLARATION. 

V^JIl. That ''we are verily guilty concerning our 
enslaved] brother, in that we saw [or ought to have 
^novvii] the anguish of his soul, when he besought us 
and we would not hear;" — and for the part that each 
oru; of us has hnd in allowing, or aiding, or consenting to 
the continuance of slavery, we ought individually to 
exercise a dvA)\) and intelligent repentance before God, 
and to seek his forgiveness and that of our injured 
brethrejj. 

IX. That no sight could be more pleasing to God, 
more honorabhj to the Christian religion, more cheer- 
iiig to the slave, more hopeful for the universal exten- 
sion of Christ's kingdom on earth, than to see the 
ministers and church-members of this land openly 
bowing down Ijcfore the altar of God's mercy, in hum- 
hU) and hearty confession of tlie sin of slavery, and 
cnrn(\st mid imited su])|)lication for God's forgiveness, 
and for his gracious help to remove the aboj ination 
from the wiiole country. 

X. That our Saviour, when he began his work on 
earth, d(H;lared that he had then begun to accomplish 
those great social changes, in the deliverance of the 
oppressed, the instruction of the ignorant, and the re- 
iici' of the wretched, which had been foretold by the 
prophet Isaiali, and which every friend of Christ is 
bound to sympathise with and promote on earth, to the 
ext(mt of his power and o|)portunity. 

XI. That it is both unbecoming and unwise, for 
ministers and church-members to fall behind unbe- 
lievers or any others, in zeal and liberality for the 
advancement of any object of benevolence, or the miti- 
gation ol' any form of misery among men. 

XII. That both the word and sj)irit of Christ re- 
quires us to make the cdso of our enslaved l)rethren our 
own case, and to bear its reproach, and share its 



D £ C L A K A T 1 O i\ . 7 

burdens, and pros(^('Ute its objects, in all circiimstances, 
remembering them that are in bonds as bound with 
them. 

XUI. That the cause of Emanci|)ation is the rause 
of Christ, and therefore every friend of Christ is bound 
to be enga<>ed in it, as a proof of his k^ve to his Saviour. 

XI v. That the abolition of s!av(n;v is a ur(s:it and 
necessary part of the work of th(^ Cn)spel in tliis land, 
wiiich must be done before the Cios|)el can excnt its 
full influence here. 

XV. That tl*<e blame for the contiimance ol' shui^rv 
in this land does not rest upon the ( lospi^l, hut on the 
defective maniier in ^vhich the (johjx i has be<Mi ad- 
ministered. 

XV'L That the people look to their ministers to iro 
before them in every mod work, to know what Israel 
ought to do, and to summon them to labor and self- 
denial ; and we have no doubt anywise and ptMscner- 
movement by ministers will l)e snsta<ined l)\ tln^ 
people, if it is sufliciently thorough and compreluMisive 
to promise success. 

XVIL That to doubt wliether the (iospel is able to 
abolish slavery is to disparage the [)ow cr and wisdom 
of Christ. 

XVTII. That Clnastian brethren in other countries 
do look, and have a right to look to the ministers and 
church-members of the United States, to see to it that 
the Gospel gains its proper honors in the abolition of 
slavery. 

XIX. That slavery has continued too lonir, and it is 
time it was abolished ; that thi^ Gospel ought to abolish 
slavery and must abolish it ; that ministers and churches 
ought to be united and must be united, in this work, 
as they are in the Bible Society; and that w^e must 
and will put forth our best energies until it is done. 
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PLEDGE. 



FLEDGE. 



Holding these general sentiments, we feel now 
called upon, in the fear of God, and humbly relying on 
his aid, to pledge ourselves to one anotlier, to our en- 
slaved brethren, to our country, and to God, that we 
will make active and persevering efforts for the speedy 
and peaceful alx/blion of slavery a prominent part of 
our religious duty; that we will use every means 
aiui bear every sacrifice for it which wisdom dictates 
and religion sanctions; that we will suspend or post- 
pone other cherished ol)jects wdiich may stand in the 
way o( this ; that we will act together as brethren, so 
far as we are agreed on this subject, leaving all that is 
])r»st to ()e settled between each individual and his 
Maker ; that we make the cause of Emancipation 
our own cause, and labor in it as God may give 
us al)ility and opportunity, whoever else may help or 
hinder, and whatever any others may do or leave un- 
done, for or against it; that we will never consider 
enough done while more remains which we can do; 
but will do all that is lawfully in our power, individu- 
ally and collectively, in every capacity and relation, 
expecting lo do continually more and more, untit the 
fettrrs are knockcjd from the limbs of the last slave 
in om* country, and the honor of the Gospel is fully 
vindicated, as the remedy for slaverv, and the charter 
of civil liberty as well as of eternal life. 



